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Cover Photo of “Gala” courtesy of Andy Toomey.  See more at  http://andyt13.com 
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The mailbag has been conspicuously light this year.  Perhaps this is 
due to increasing use of email and the Yahoo discussion group.  Just like Sid 
Rosen, I have always relied on letters from members for content and I have had to 
go to the Yahoo Group more and more for it lately; something I prefer to avoid 

since it means publishing material that two thirds of you have already seen.  The alternative is 
to generate content myself, which I enjoy very much but which is very time consuming.  So the 
shift from a paper newsletter consisting mainly of letters consolidated and re-printed by the edi-
tor to an electronic, web-based discussion group and web site as a repository and means of shar-
ing information has had a dramatic impact on the association.  The paper newsletter is almost 
completely superfluous now although there are still a few members who do not have web access 
who rely on it for information. 
 
A web site for the Association was necessary and I was able, at last, to get the American Vega 
Assn. web site up and running at http://americanvega.org.  We will now be able to publish “Fair 
Winds” on-line for download instead of mailing CDs to those of you who have computers and 
internet access.  Also all the content of the CD has been put on the web site for download by 
members.  The advent of the web site changes things drastically for me.  It is much easier for 
me to update the web site and get information out quickly to more people than ever before.  
You will find the complete and updated VORM, all of the newsletters published since 2001, 
links to other sites of interest to sailors in general and Vega owners in particular, first hand ac-
counts of voyages and sailing adventures by our members past and present and a section de-
voted to living aboard.  I am still looking for a complete collection of the old VODCA and 
AVA newsletters published by Sid Rosen.  I know that several of you have them and I’d be 
willing to pay for round trip shipping If you would allow me to  scan them and put them in the 
on-line archive.  It would be a true blessing if someone could scan and convert to pdf and just 
email them to me. 
 
We now have a Ship’s Store on-line featuring T-shirts, sweatshirts, coffee mugs and other items 
with the V-Star logo and other Vega based designs printed on them.  Check out pages 14 and 15 
for more information.  This is obviously a good thing and I am hoping that the store will help 
support more activities of the Association.  If you have internet access please visit the web site 
and check out the Ship’s Store.  Outfit your crew with Vega T-Shirts and of course you will 
need coffee mugs with your boat’s name and V-Star logo on them for the galley.  For those of 
you who do not have internet access, write me and I’ll make arrangements for you.   
 
American Vega Assn. pennants (burgees) should be available by the time you read this.  These 
are the same as the last batch, 16”X24” white V-Star logo appliquéd on red nylon with tape luff 
and brass grommets.  Price: US$19.95 plus $1.99 for postage.  You can order on the web site or 
by mail.  To those of you who placed orders and haven’t received yours yet; we had a problem 
with the original supplier and I finally gave up and cancelled.  Then I re-ordered from a differ-
ent supplier, thus the delay. 
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The name Albin comes from the founder of a motor factory (founded  
1900), Albin Larsson. The factory, Albin Motor, was throughout the years a family 
business. In 1956, one of Albin Larssons ancestors founded a company with the inten-
tion to sell Swedish- produced yachts (equipped with motors from Albin Motor) in the 
USA - Larsson Trading. The company later decided to build boats.  The Vega was not 
the first  
model. (The story about how the Vega was created is told elsewhere, i'm sure.) The 
production of Vega started in 1967 (?). The functions for buying material and book- 
keeping were taken care of by the old motor company "Albin", and the selling of the 
boats by Larsson Trading. So there are a lot of connections between "Albin" and 
"Larsson". Maybe not a perfect explanation, but a hint anyway. 
 
There were also other boats produced by the same company/-ies. In our Swedish wa-
ters, the motorboat Albin 25 is seen "everywhere". 
 
(I thought I was pretty good at English, but it was really hard to put this together. I 
found a booklet on the Internet about a year ago with all this told (in Swedish: http://
www.forsmarin.se, click on "Företaget".). I've tried to pick out the answer to the ques-
tion and translate...) 
 
Nisse in Vega 808 

Ever wonder about the company that built the Vega?  Thanks Nisse. 
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To all members, 
 
This is a sad moment for me. I am looking for a new owner for a very sweet boat. I'm very unhappy about 
selling because I really do like this boat. But I have to move back this summer with the family to Canada. 
 
Because of the value of the boat, cost of trailering and especiallythe expenses of taking it accross the bor-
der into Canada, I have chosen to simply sell it. 
 
I just hope to find a Vega already in Canadian waters of similar values and quality. 
 
When I bought the boat last year I've made myself a 2 year restoration plan and refitting for coastal cruis-
ing. It's biggest problem was cosmetics: it didn't look good. I did not planned to sell the boat so there 
some things unfinished and others things that I haven't had time to start working on. 
 
I bought this boat in sailing conditions and have enjoyed it throughout the year. The sails are old but still 
quite usable for coastal and day sailing. The engine runs suprisingly well for its age. The boat desperately 
needs new locker lids. 
 
The boat had two previous owners, I am the third one. The first owner some racing with this boat in the 
the early 70s. She kept it about 10 years. The second owner has done daysailing in the San Francicso Bay 
and has gone out to Santa Cruz once. He kept the boat about 20 years. And I've done the same thing, 
mainly sailing in the Bay. I've only had it a year. So basically, that boat hasn't had a hard life. It's main 
problem was lack of maintenance and age. Lots of nicks on the deck, mat paint, and a cabin in an ungodly 
conditions.  
 
I'm interested in finding a new owner for Freya, one that will continue restoring her. 
 
 
 
Equipment 
 
Sailing Equipment: 2 mainsails, 159 sq ft with type designation, serial number and sail bags. 2 jibs, 145 
sq ft with sail bags. 1 spinnaker with sail bags. Canvases for the mainsail and jib (NEW). 
 
Deck equipment: Stainless steel winches. Stainless steel bow and stern pulpits. Stanchions and double 
lifelines of stainless steel, the forward sections is netted. Geared winches. Haylard winches. Handrails on 
coachroof and companionway. 6 seat cushions. 
 
Engine:  Volvo Penta MD6A, diesel. 
 
Anchoring and mooring equipment  3 Danforth anchors with chain and ropes.  Safety harnass. 4 life 
vests. Whale type bilge pump from the starboard locker. Small hand bilge pump. Mooring ropes, boat 
hook. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Electronics:  Icom-56 VHF radio . Hummingbird VHF handheld radio. Furuno Loran C.  Furuno GPS. Magel-
lan 300 handheld GPS.  Dept finder. 
 
Other equipment: Sunnto compass (NEW). Compass installed in the cabin Sextant Astra IIIb (NEW). Sextant 
Davis 3 and artificial horizon Rulers for navigation (NEW). Autohelm Combi 1000 autopilot. Tiler lock 
(NEW). 
 
Galley:  Origo 2 burners alcohol stove (NEW). Origo alcohol heater. Oil lamps. Dishes and ustensils. Storage 
nets. 
 
Cabin: Shades (NEW). Hull liner (NEW). Mattresses on all berths. 
 
 
I've been waiting for months now to put the boat on sale. I have restoration projects on the way and wanted to 
finish as many as possible before bringing the boat on the block. It's been slow as I don't have much time to 
devote to this boat anymore. I'm currently 
finishing a cycle of maintenance on the engine and painting the deck.   
 
My boat: 
 
      Name: Freya 
      Year: 1972 
      Hull number: 1493 
      Color: white deck, white hull 
      Location: Paradise Cay Harbor, Tiburon California 
      Asking price: 7500 $ USD or best offer. 
 
The boat is located near San Rafael California.  I encourage anyone interested in contact me at my email ad-
dress directly: turj1964@hotmail.com. 
 
Thanks, 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Via email from Tom Emery 
 
Hi Chuck, 
  
Things are moving well for the Valhalla.  I got into the water about the 1st of may and have ac-
tually managed to sail for two days.  It has rained virtually every other day.  It is good to be on 
the water again and to be able to sleep on board. 
  
I've made a number of upgrades this year and have swtiched from the old Origo Alcohol stove 
to a gas stove. Much, much better and easier to cook.  
  
I'm working on upgrading the engine instruments as per the suggestions of my marine sur-
veyer.  Next year, radar. 
  
Just a reminder, I've not heard from you with regard to the Pennant??  Any word yet, I know 
you ran into a problem? 
  
FWFS. 
  
Tom Emery in Maine 
 

I’m glad your upgrades are coming along Tom.  Radar eh?  
Might be something to think about I we ever make it to the 
mainland. 
 
You are right.  We did have some problems with the pennants 
but I have a new supplier now so that issue should be solved. 
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Hi Chris 
 
In the One Design Rules the Vega must have her float marks under the 
waterline to race. These two floating marks are found on the bow 
(stem) and under the transom. Both are on the outside of the hull and 
consist of a small stainless steel bolt. There are exact measurements 
in case somehave been lost or moved!! 
 
If you add the second "help rudder" you get much better manuvreability 
and tacking speed but it is not allowed in One Design Vega Racing. At 
teh IFR there is a seperate class for Vegas with with modified hul 
and/or rudders. The person that makes and fits the "help rudder" is 
Arend Schram and he can be contacted on  arend@albinvega.com 
 
The idealnumber of crew in heavy winds for racing etc is five but ob-
viously this comes down in the lighter winds.Keep the water marks just 
under and you will be ideal. 
 
Hope this helps. 
 
Cheers 
 
Steve B 
 
Hi All/dave 
 
The measurements are taken from where the hull joins with the deck 
(lowest point). If you had a blue Vega it is the point where the col-
our changes. If still in doubt I will take a photo and post it. 
 
Float mark measurements are as follows: 
 
Stem (Bow) - Vertical Distance to water = Stem 918mm +/- 3mm =  915mm 
- 921mm 
 
Stern (Aft) - Vertical Distance to water = Stern  752mm +/- 3mm = 
749mm - 755mm 
 
I hope this helps. Please let me know if you need anymore information 
or photos etc. These measurements came from the Dutch Information pre-
sented to the VODA Meeting at the IFR in Marstrand in Sweden last year 
(2004). 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Steve Birch  Vega "Southern Comfort" V1703 
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I know what you mean by the time slipping 
by Garry.  It seems to be accelerating too. I 
remember when Summer lasted long enough 
to outgrow a pair of shoes.  Now the years 
seem to fly by in a few weeks. 
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Hmmmmm.   So, are you volunteering to help organize the 
first Rendezvous in the Chesapeake area since the days of 
VODCA? 
 
Now THAT would really be something special! 
 
If there is anything I can do to help, don’t hesitate to call! 
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John, all letters and photos are welcome, and if you run into 
the Wild Vikings up there, say hello for us. 
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Well Craig, welcome aboard.  We’ll keep in touch with Felix, even 
though he no longer sails a Vega.  About the CD:  we will no longer 
mail out the CD newsletter as all of the content on the CD and more 
is available on the new website at http://americanvega.org.  We had 
so much material that it would no longer fit on one disc and the time 
required for burning copies got to be too much for me.  
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Thanks for the card 
Mitzi and Bear. 
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Sunny Monday 
By Victor Schreffler 

Blue Fin, V1553 
 
It was the first day of summer, for the students anyway.  Having marooned less lucky family 

members on the beach we took a trip around the bay. 
It was his first time.  Fifteen years old, my son’s friend was looking forward to the grand ad-

venture of charging across the water on Blue Fin.  Sadly, the winds were light and putting the 
rail under was out of the question.  Still she responded well to the breeze and we were soon 
making 4.5 knots.  Cordell, the friend, is a nice kid, generally very polite and respectful.  I don’t 
think he realized the impropriety of the “so when do we get to go fast?” statement. 

I was quick to explain that we could circle the globe in a sailboat while the temporarily faster 
gas-powered planners.  Our survivability in a storm didn’t seem to impress him either, so I took 
the “Isn’t this peaceful?” tack.  It didn’t really penetrate, but it seemed to sufficiently distract 
him from the whole speed issue. 

 
The three friends chattered away—something about video games or indie bands.  Obviously 

they were incapable of appreciating the finer points of the artistic subtleties of sail propulsion. 
So I threw them overboard.  Luffed up a bit and cast them into the sea. 
 
I’ve wondered though if the smell of grilling hamburgers from the nearby beach did more to 

get them off the boat than fear of the wrath of their captain. 
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The Ship’s Store has, to date, gen-
erated income sufficient to pay for 
about two thirds of the cost of 
maintaining the web site.  The store 
is operated by Café Press.  They 
provide the products and handle all 
the details of processing the orders.  

We create the designs and select the products from 
a list provided by Café Press.  We set the prices by 

adding a small markup from the cost set by Café 
Press.  For example, The Association gets $2 
when you buy a T-shirt, $1 when you buy a mug.  
It may not sound like much but, considering that 
there are no inventory carrying costs or employ-
ees with all the headaches that go with running a 
brick and mortar business, its not bad.  I don’t 
know about you, but I think it’s a pretty neat 
deal.  Now you can have those crew shirts and coffee mugs you’ve always wanted.  Visit the 
Ship’s Store on-line to check out the full line of products.  If you don’t have internet access 
write or phone me and I’ll help. 

V-Star Sweatshirt with signal flag back print—

VEGAtarian hooded sweatshirt—$29.99 

V-Star logo Golf shirt—20.39 
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Everything you see 
here is the product of 
my rather limited crea-
tive abilities.  If any of 
you have any ideas  
concerning product 

selection or graphic design 
please feel free to pitch in.  
Visit the Ship’s Store on-
line and check out the se-
lection there.  Take a look at Other Café Press stores 
to see what they offer (The Viking Kittens have a 
store there).  Its easy for me to make changes to the 
product line and once the graphics are designed and 
put into the proper format it is a simple matter to cre-
ate new products.  A little help with this would be 
welcome. 

VEGAtarian Organic Cotton T—$20.39 

V-Star Cap, White or 
Khaki $15.59 

V-Star Coffee Mug—$11.19 

V-Star logo T—$16.79 
Hanes 100% cotton, pre-shrunk 

AVA members can order custom T-shirts, 
like the one at right, with their boat name, 
home port and hull number, front and/or back 
print.  Also available for custom imprinting: 
coffee mugs, beer steins, sweatshirts, golf 
shirts and more.  Contact Chuck for more in-
formation on custom products. 
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Membership Application 
 

Name: 
 
Postal Address: 
     
Country:   
 
E-mail: 
    
First Mate: 
 
Hull/Sail No. 
 
Boat Name: 
 
Home Port: 
 
Telephone: 
 
New Member    Renewal 
 
 
 
I prefer to receive my newsletter on paper 

The Pacific Northwest VEGAtarian Rendezvous Is the big 
news of course.  The event will be held at Port Browning Marina,  
Longitude = 123, 16’ 20” W, Latitude = 48, 46’ 36” N,  on North Pender 
Island, British Columbia, September 1, 2 and 3 2006.  There are some 
sketches on the web site that will give you a general idea of where it is 
but please remember that these sketches are NOT FOR NAVIGATION. 
 

We had some difficulties with the burgees but I think that is resolved 
now.  (Though I won’t know for sure until I have them in my hands) By 
the time you read this we hope to have received our supply and be able to 
fill orders.  You can order on-line at the web site or by mail.  The burgee 
(Pennant, actually) is 16” X 24” red nylon with the “V Star” logo appli-

quéd in white on both sides.  Only US$19.95 
plus shipping of US$1.99 for a total of $21.94 
 
The Ship’s Store  Has a nice selection of Vega and AVA logo mer-
chandise including T-shirts, sweatshirts, coffee mugs and caps.  
Members can order custom logo items featuring their own boat’s 
name by contacting Chuck.  No extra charge. 

Membership Information 
 
Membership dues are currently 
US$12 for one year.  Member-
ship includes a subscription to 
Fair Winds, the Newsletter of 
the AVA.  Downloadable in .pdf 
format from: 
 http://americanvega.org. 
Printed on paper available on 
request. 
Make checks payable to : 
Chuck Rose 
SV Lealea 
PO Box 88784 
Honolulu, HI 96830-8784 


