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= 70Oneof the most rewarding things that | have ever had the privilege of
ﬁ‘jﬁfj doing is publishing this newdetter. Since | took over the watch at the helm |
. have had the pleasure and privilege of meeting and corresponding with some of
the most wonderful people | have ever known. That iswhy | am so excited
about the upcoming Third Annual VEGAtarian Rendezvous at Port Brown-
ing Marina on North Pender Island, BC. July 26-27.

When we went to the first rendezvous, aso at Port Browning, and met people like Gene and
Trish , Ken and Judy, Mitzi and Bear, Tony and Ros, Brian and Diana, Max and Lisaand all
the other wonderful people whose only connection was one particular Swedish sailboat, Laura
and | knew we had found something very special. The second year there was awhole new
group plus three of the crews we had met at the first event. Jim and Gloria Elder picked us up
in Seattle with their boat on the trailer and a new adventure began, just as exciting and possibly
even more fun than before with still more new friends and more fun. Before | get to gushing
too much about the Western VEGA tarians let me mention that we had an equally terrific time
at the Albin Cruisers Rendezvous at Jamestown, RI, and | must mention Gordon Douty and
Tim Hall, our hosts at the event and VEGAtarians David and Kathy Sylviawho generously
put us up in their home. (C'mon you Easterners. How about areal VEGAtarian Rendezvous
clambake!)

This year we return to Port Browning. Jim and Gloria have again offered to let us serve as
crew and | think Laura has talked Leah into meeting us there again. It looks like this year will
be another great success. | hope al of you who live within reasonable sailing or driving dis-
tance will plan to attend. Check the Nav Station for details on accommodations and directions.
Oh, by the way, | have alittle surprise this year. | hope it will become atradition and perhaps
even abit of an inspiration.

In thisissue, the long awaited Part 2 of Tony Skidmore's“Voyaging With Lorna Doone”.
Tony sent me a paste-up manuscript that would have made a good stand al one issue of the
newsletter but it left no room for important features like Signals and the Nav station. This
manuscript, scanned just as he sent it to me, will be on the next edition of the CD.

Speaking of the CD; | have found away to produce and mail the CD for less than it costs to
print and mail the paper newsletter! 1f you would prefer to receive the newsetter on CD in-
stead of paper let me know. Each CD will contain the complete archive plus the latest issue
of “Fair Winds” and of course the VORM and photo albums; more for less, to my way of

thinking. There are several advantages for you and me. After atrial period, | may be able to
reduce the price of new memberships back to the renewal rate. If you don’t mind a page of ad-
vertisements and if | can find time to solicit advertisers | may even be able to reduce the price

even further! (1 know that’s acouple of big | fs)

Next issue we'll finish up Tony’s series with “ Navigation Aboard L orna Doone” and begin
anew seriesby Ken Preston, “Bringing Lyra Home”, detailing Ken’ s voyage from Puerto
Vallarta Mexico to Sesttle.

Aloha Ka kou, a hui ho! 2
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Voned ;MWW,MZ

9 have been home for over five years now and seldom a day qoes by when J
don't think about some aspect of the vayage, Amongst the '@5@5&‘ that
will mregr stay with me for ever are;

- The beautiful nmﬁamw and crystal clear water in Tanga

The wanderful scenery and warm i;ﬁj"ﬁfﬂﬁﬁ{l; of North Tsland New
Zealand,

The incredible sunsets in the Coral Sea.
The wild, windly deserfed #mﬁamys on the trip North inside Australia’s
Great Barrier Mn‘.‘a Torres strail.

The splendor of the South East trades and the great following seas for
5,000 miles af m.ﬁniﬁcmf downhill wﬁuj in the Indian Crsan.
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"Lorna Doone' in Port de Galets, Reunion,
after crossing the Indian Ocean



- The unstinting warmth and ﬁm‘b.it’.w.lf@ of the South Africans d’&rﬁnj miy
time in Durban.

- The fascination of .IEHFI'I.;-.\'I; Harbor, Nelion'’s ﬂ'rnc@ard: and all the
Jﬁfmd;'dr old haats ﬁﬂfﬁem’f there for the Antigua Week Classic Baat
regatta,

- T-.Ee serenity of the vaage from ﬁﬂfiﬂpﬂjﬂ.ﬁ ouf m'Emjl the equalor fo (52
ﬂ'@ﬁrﬂf Hest; drﬂ_? after dﬁj after tﬁy of hat sunshine, ifl?ﬁf favorable
winelr and flat ocean,

For anjy vfﬂ-ﬂ owmner cnnfamlbﬂzﬁnﬁ a similar vayage, J should I,Mrﬁnjﬁr
discurr casts, Prior fo a‘rﬁﬁnrfurs in 1994 7 had Euafjafm" Si.000 Canadian /
month as my .nm‘:'.:'i}mfm" q.rllﬂanaf{we. With no I,m:rf&mfur effort at
econamizing or paring costs, 7 found at the end of the voyage that 9 had
Hﬂfﬁﬂ@ nm@m‘r 543} Canadian / maonth, Frﬁ:rf:fmmj; charts .ama"
erumnj Fu.iﬂ'rﬂ, harbor dies, greursions ashore and occasional restaurant

'"Lorna Toone' hauled for bottom paint af
Smith's ﬂm@mﬂf Wﬁanjam} New Zealand



meals accounted for most of the qx’pand;'fum The boat was ﬂﬂmy‘
maintained to a .*';Jﬁ'ﬁ standard, fﬁﬂujﬁ it should be considered that she had
unﬁ'ﬁ@am a majar refit fnm’iqrsi‘?nj new sails and engine forior (o a'E'mrrfura.
st out a({ interest, 9 will mention that 9 made & similar, fﬁmfgﬁ shorter,
voyage in 1971 /72 in my previous boat (a @Hj Tﬁam‘,ﬁmn .-iﬁr{gnmf T24
class named Mona Jﬂ@? and my average s,x'{&end?ﬁtm at that time was
$100 Canadian / month,

ﬁem}t Roek, ﬁﬂ_y of Islands, New Zealand



. "Just a young fs@ ", Queensland] Austrafia

nw

."‘.. WIHTHEEN - TERETTINY

ﬂrﬂmrf ﬁrﬁ%mj canoes: Latuma, Tonga

No m.rmmmﬁ inside

the Great Barvier Reef



Not a theow ﬂwﬂjr’mffe:‘jf; Neiafu, Tﬂ}‘i—gﬁ

’i-ﬂ'fﬂ?je children; Yaimal, Tﬂﬂﬁﬂ

In Trying, as much as possible, to retain Tony’ s origina layout and format, | find myself
with half a page of white space on this page. There is one more page in this installment of the
article (next page). Next issue, the remaining twelve pages of the original manuscript will be
published. Asl wrotein thelast issue, | probably would have been better off just taking
Tony’ s paste-up to the printer and publishing it as one issue, but the editor in me wouldn’t al-
low it.

The next installment is an article detailing Tony’ s navigation practices during the voyage,
complete with notes, and excerpts from Lorna Doone’ s log.

Also in the next issue of “Fair Winds” , We will feature another fascinating and very well writ-

ten article by Ken Preston, “Bringing Lyra Home", detailing his voyage from Puerto Val-
larta, Mexico to Seattle. Thisisanother long one, thirty three pages in manuscript plus photos
so | will be forced again to break it up into at least three installments. Both Tony’sand Ken's
articles will be published in one piece on the CD in anew section I’'m calling “Voyages” which
will include Nick and Jenny Coghlan’s circumnavigation. Tony’s scanned, original manuscript
will be featured so you can get the full effect intended by the author. Thisistoo much material
for meto publish in printed form, due to the cost, so it will be limited to the CD editions after
the Rendezvous this summer. If you want it on paper, you can take the CD to a printer and
have it printed out in color or black and white.




Rafted-up for the Panama Canal transit; fellow yachtsman /
fine handler wearing straw hat and rmyﬁmﬂ is Nick Skeates,
then on his third (or was it fourth?] circumnavigation,

Stove fnﬁ bread
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Houston, 3 February 2003
Dear Chuck,

Enclosed please find my $12 dollars for the
2003 membership fee of the Vega Association.
| appreciate you effort in keeping this tradition
going and am interested in reading what others
do and where they sail. Personally | have not
made much use of Mioritsalast year dueto a
heavy travel schedule. We are gradually mak-
ing preparations for atransition to Europe
once | retire in about a year, so that keeps us
busy. | do get my relaxation on Galveston Bay
when | have a chance, and just had an opportu-
nity to sail offshore Freemantle near Perth
where they now have built a Maritime mu-
seum around the Austraia Il boat that won the
America’s cup away from the US. Clearly a
source of pride there! Sailing there is excellent
by the way.

We're sort of in the

same boat Willem.
(I couldn’t help myself)

We aso enjoy read-
ing about the sailing
exploits of other

| don’t think I’ [l be making the move to

Europe in my Vegathough. | know peopl
have done it, but | would rather get abo
there, preferably in the Mediterranean
Wl it doesn’'t hurt to dream a bit does it

Best Regards,

Willem Timmermans
Houston TX,
Mioritsa, Vega 2930.

Bree responds.
MEE-wow-
WOW-yowmmm
Meeyowlmm
Meawow!

..0r words to that
effect. | think.




More Signals From the Fleet

| keep harping on the Y ahoo
discussion Group. Here'swhy

Hi Tim and Fellow Vega Sailors:

One of the great things about
you Vega people like Tim on
trailersisthe advice we all re-
ceive from each other.

In case anyone runsinto a need
for agelcoat match on aVega
herewith some info to file away
after some lengthy research and a
lot of blind calls:

Last year, our Vegawas hit at
its mooring on the forward port-
side quarter. The gelcoat skin
was broken in three places and
there was a star shaped hit above
the bootstripe. With a profes-
siona's help we matched the gel
coat by buffing out a clean gel-
coat sample apprx. 1.5" sqg. (no
blemishes or defects please) to
get as near perfect match as pos-
sible under a spectroscopy analy-
sislinked with a computer data-
base of existing gelcoats. Our
sample was matched in this way
by a Company called Spectrum:
1410 37th Street NW, Suite F —
Auburn, WA 98001 Telephone:
800-754-5516. Cost for awhole
quart was reasonable - about $70
delivered by UPS. A professional
isdoing our work for usand he
recommended this amount to re-
pair the damage and al the dings
acquired over the years aswell.
There are two kinds of kits, one
for do-it -yourselfers with in-
structions and extras, and one for
professionals with just the gel-
coat. If you need help ask for Mr.

Kely Raume at this Spectrum
number.

Steve Birch of The VegaBrit-
ain group advisesthat after Vega
3100 each Vega had three gel coat
colors one each for the topsides/
hull; one for the deck; and one
for the coachroof.

OursisVega3228. Older Ve-
gas apparently were of the mono-
chrome variety and hence easier
to match-up.

We had to replace our running
lights as one was sheared in
above accident. We chose a set
from Hellaa German concern.
Polycarbonate case, acryllic
lenses and stainless fixture sus-
pending a 10w bulb above any
possible condensation. Hella says
cases are "watertight yet vented".
Price was $40 for a set delivered.
Steve Birch says his group offers
a special anode assembly that
bolts onto the Combi unit for 22
British pounds. | am contempl at-
ing this but am fearful of anger-
ing the Combi gods. Our unit
must have a guardian angel be-
cause our Combi driveisquiet,
virtually vibration free, and very
fuel efficient. | am reluctant to
add anything to this temperamen-
tal mix but need some sacrificial
anode protection. Any other ideas
out there. If | could back our
Vegain astraight line on the rare
occasions needed....................

Hope this helps someone.

Jim

----- Original Message -----
From: tim brown
To: AlbinVega@yahoogroups.
com
Subject: Re: [AlbinVega) trailer
hello all,
i built atrailer for my vega us-

ing atrailer , tandem axle, which
was used to move a construction
trailer.one of those little moble
office things you see at contruc-
tion sites..picked up the trailer for
$50.00 had the bearings redone
and new wheels, $150.00 and
then had electric brakes put on,
$100.00, theni took acradle
from the boat yard, and welded it
into the trailer frame. the results
was a sturdy trailer with very lit-
tle tongue weight and a easy pull-
ing and cornering setup. i have
moved the boat a couple of times
from boston to LA ...beats ship-
ping the boat out!

incidentally, the only problem
for meiswhere to keep the thing
asthe boat isin the water year
round. if anyone wantsit...let me
know. its located north of boston.

Tim

sprague@saltspring.com wrote:
VegaNo. 2225, fierygame

We had atrailer built at a country
farm machinery shop. | still have
the sketches from which it was
built if you areinterested. | will
be away and not reading these
messages until about July 15, if
you want copies let me know
then.

The shop overbuilt the trailer and
itisrather heavy. On the other
hand it has served since 1982,
today | took the boat on it over to
get some repairs done, and it still
tows like adream. Electric
brakes.

John Sprague, Salt Spring Island,
B.C.
Flagfish no. 1492.

1
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NOR'EAST ALBIN NEWS [E=o

Gorpon DouTy, EpiToR, 58 WaLEs RoAD, MoNSON

) gs R6ap, Monson, MA 01057-9684
955522-!ekﬂi1L. GEDNDRTHEAST@SAMNET.NET

GorpoN DouTy, E?

17
(413)26

FinacLy THe QLD SALT 15 BACK. IT/S BEEN A STRUGGLE BUT FINALLY
[ CAN STAND STRAIGHT AND STILL. QUR TRIP TO THE RENDEZVOUS AT
JAMESTOWN,R.I. WAS ROCK AND ROLL WITH SLAM BANG SO HANG ON. WE,
My FRIEND Lou AND I LEFT New LonpoN, CT, oN THURSDAY, ROCKED AND
ROLLED 7O POINT JUDITH, WHERE WE STAYED THAT NIGHT BEHIND THE
BREAKWATER WHERE IT WAS MORE OF.THE SAME. | NEEDED A SEAT BELT
AND A BED BELT TO STAY IN MY BUNK.

FRIDAY MORNING WE HEADED FQR JAMESTOWN ROLLING AND ROBKING
ALL THE WAY. AT JAMESTOWN IT WAS MORE ROUGH WATER. FRIDAY NIGHT
WE WERE WAITING FOR ONE MORE BOAT, JOE CANEEN. HIS WAS.QUTIE A
STORY BUT | CAN'T DO JUSTICE TO.IT. JOE AND HI$ WIFE AND TWO KIDS
WITH HIS ALBIN 25 GOT A LATE $TART FROM NEw LoNponN. FINALLY MADE
1T AFTER 2100! HeE SAID HE HAD EVERYTHING BUT SNOW. WE HAD F0G)
RAIN, THUNDERSTNRM AND WIND BUT WE WERE TIED uUP. IT MUST HAVE
SNOWED SOMEPLACE,

SATURDAY WAS A NICE DAY WITH LOTS OF SUN BUT THE ROCK AND
ROLL WAS STILL WITH US. IN SPITE OF THE ROUGHNESS EVERYONE HAD A
GOOD TIME. GETTING TOGETHER WITH FRIENDLY ALBIN OWNERS AND SEEING
ALL THEIR CHANGES AND HARD WORK DOESN'T GET ANY BETTER THAN THAT.
AT NIGHT, FOR DINNER, WE WENT TO THE PORTUGUSES CLUB AND COOKED
OUR OWN MEAT. | FINALLY GOT A STEAK THAT WAS COOKED. THE CLUB
PROVIDED THE REST OF THE FOOD TOC.

IMAGINE MY SURPﬁISE wHEN CAPT. CHuck AND LAURA ROSE FROM
HAWATI, YESFROM THE PACIFIC (QCEAN HAWAII, ARRIVED AT OUR REND-

gezvous. CapT CHUCK Is THE EDITOR OF THE VeEGA News, “Fair Winps”.

WE HAD A WONDERFUL CONVERSATION AND THEY HAVE DONE ALOT OF SAILING
AND THEY LIVE ON THEIR 27’ VEGA. CAN YOU IMAGINE HAVING WEATHER YOU
LIVE YEAR'ROUND ON YOUR BOAT? THIS YEAR WE HAD A LOCAL VEGA SAIL-
BOATER AND HE S3AID HE HAD A BALL WE HAVE A LOT IN COMMON BACKING
DOWN.IN A VEGA OR 25 1S LIKE DOING A HULLA. YOUR REAREND 1S ALL
OVER T HE PLACE. | HOPE HE’'LL COME AGAIN AND BRING MORE VEGAS

WITH HIM.

SUNDAY WAS BRIGHT AND SUNNY. WE_LEFT EARLY BUT NOT EARLY
ENOUGH TO HAVE THE TIDE WITH US ALL THE WAY, THERE WERE NO STORMS
OUT AT SEA THAT | KNOW OF BUT THE SEA WAS REALLY ROUGH. WE HAD
TWO BOATERS THAT CAME DOWN FROM MAINE AND THEY WENT AS FAR AS
Boston wiTH Tim HALL AND STAYED THERE FOR TWO DAYS. | HOPE THE REST

FTHEIR TRIP WAS SMOOTH.

JAMEsygwaTOQPED BEHING WATCH HiILL eND THOUGHT WE WERE BACK A
« WE WERE LIKE A MAGNET. EVERY BOAT HAD TO COME BY AND ROCK

US AROUND. WE WERE FINALLY ABLE TO FIND A SPOT CLOSES TO SHORE AND
OUT OF THE wAY. OH Bovy, A 600D NIGHT'S SLEEP TONIGHT WITHOUT
HANGING ON.

MgNDAY WAS ANOTHER GOOD DAY AND THE WATER WAS LIKE A POND.
WouLDN'T vou kNow, NEw LONDON WAS A SHORT TRIP.

NEXT YEAR? CAPT ROSE WOULD LIKE TO COME AGAIN AND MAYBE WE
COULD FIND A PLACE ON THE EAST COAST AND GET MORE BOATERS.

SEND SOME SUGGESTIONS. MAYBE LONG ISLAND, DIFFERENT DATE

OR WHATEVER WOULD WORK. THIS TIME IN JULY CONFLICTS WITH THE
New York CanaL Davs,
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Here's another excerpt from the Y ahoo group, with apologies to those regulars at

http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/AlbinVega/ . | try not to publish duplicate material but some of this
stuff isjust too good to withhold. Besides, publishing it on the CD makesit a permanent part of the
Association’ s accumul ated knowledge.

Hello all: | had a request fromsonme of the nmenbers for photos of
ny anchor roller setup. | also posted photos of one of ny new
bronze seacocks and the mast beam support that | added. These are
in the albumtitled "Anchor RollerSeacockMast Support" in the Pho-
tos section of the Yahoo Groups page. Just FYl, we are just about
out of space so if any of you want to delete old photos, that would
help. 1'Il leave these on for a nonth or so.

1. Anchor Roller - This is a Sinpson-Law ence BR22L from Def ender
(I think the brand nane has changed, but they carry this

still). It holds the Bruce and Delta anchors - 16 | b shown. | put
a Fast Pin through the anchor shackle to hold it in place. The
port and starboard chocks have been noved aft to acconodate this,
and |1'1l probably nove the cleat as well for a better lead. There
is an oak transverse beam (not shown) added under deck to reinforce
the aft end of the roller nount and a teak bl ock to I evel things
out. Mght hold up to a hurricane, if we had such in the NW

2. Seacock - This shows a 3/4 inch bronze one installed in the

bil ge for cooling water and sink seawater. A check val ve between
the sink and line prevents backflow and air intake fromthe sink to
the engine. W rks great and | was able to plug the intake in the
engi ne conpartnent. These are Conbraco "Apollo" full flange sea-
cocks with bronze thruhulls.

3. Mast support - The beamin the forward cabin was nmade from 8/ 4
sapel e (sanme wood as the ply veneer in the cabins). This was
scribed to fit and through bolted to the fiberglass flange under
the mast. Vertical supports are show in the photos - these are 5/4
nmahogany screwed and glued to the bul khead and origi nal vertica
supports. You lose an inch or so of roomto back onto the head -
really wi de passengers get handed a bucket. The bul khead was dou-
bl ed up on the | ower portions. The photo al so shows the back side
of ny stove alcove - was a Ratelco Cole Stove (solid fuel) but
changed to a Force 10 kerosene/diesel. | used the sanme al cove
which gives lots of roomin the nain cabin. Nice to have a 1 inch
vent instead of the 4 inch pipe of the solid fuel heater.

Hope this is helpful to someone. |'msure soneone will notice that
nmy port lifelines are missing (having new ones nade!) and that ny
turnbuckl es aren't cottered (procrastination). Bill Bach V1071







Here' s another anchor roller setup. (above
and above right) This one combines a dou-
bleroller with areinforced forestay chain-
plate in one unit. Contact Steve Birch at
VAGB for details.

Below and on the facing page, sketches of the Port
Browning and Pender Island area
DISCLAIMER:
Not to be used for navigation
Useredl, current charts. These sketches are for in-
formation and entertainment purposes only.




CHARTS
3477. 3313, page 11, SCM Map By,

APPROACH
Fither 5 of Razor Point or via the
Pender Canal

AMCHOR

T Hamilton Beach in the 5%W or to
the E of the public wharl. Exposed to
the SE

DEPTHS
& - 8 m (1g.5 - 26 ftj. Holding good in
mud.

PUBLIC WHARF
15 m (49 ) long. Generally used by
Iocal boaters.

PARINA

Pont Browsing Mamisa (250-629-
1493) has a customs phone-in line and
resort faciliies. Enter close to the
brealewater.

LT YRS

Mot b wesile. Wil B e uawed for minsaubion

BOAT LALIMNCH
i the beach at the foot of Hamilton
Foad.

Nove: Reeluce speed and phierve “No Wake™
SRS,




| Evenings fea-

| tured food,
I =lwineand
conversation,
spirited, re-
flective,
warm and
joyful until
dark around

(| 1L0PM




The Nav Station

Not much by way of announcements thistime. As of thiswriting, the
Nor’East Albin Cruisers Rendezvous has not been finalized so | don’t (
have any dates yet. The only info | do haveisthat it will probably take place . /4
somewhere in Maine, possibly Boothbay Harbor. For those interested, check :
the Albin CruisersList at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/AlbinCruisers/.

| just made my reservations for a cabin at Port Browning Marinawhere the Third Annual
North West (South West for Canadians) VEGAtarian Rendezvousis being held, the
weekend of July 26/27. for anyone not sailing in, cabins are $79.95 (Not sure but I'm assum-
ing it's US$) and Roomsin the“Mini Mansion” are only $49.95, shared bath. Y ou can get
thereviaferry if you're driving. Mooring rates are $0.75 per foot plus $3.00 for electricity.
For reservations Ph: (250) 629-3493 Fax: (250) 629- 6585 or email portbrown-
ing@gulfislands.com (I sent an email but decided to follow up with a phone call after no re-
ply after 24hrs)

For more info check out their web site at http://www.portbrowning.com

For those of you who have never been there, check out the panoramic view at
http://www.pender-island.bc.ca/360tourspender/PtBrowningMarinadock _mj.htm

There have been some rumors of a Chesapeake Bay Rendezvous (The Return of %
VODCA?), but no details are available at presstime. EM

b

Member ship Application

Name:

Postal Address:

Country:
E-mail:

M ember ship | nfor mation

First Mate:

Membership dues are currently
. US$12 for one year for mem-

Hull/Sail No. bersresiding in the United

States. International member-

Boat Name: ships are US$15. Membership
includes a subscription to Fair

Home Port: Winds, published six times a
year. Make checks payableto:
Chuck Rose

Telephone: SV Lealea

PO Box 88784
New M ember Renewal Honolulu, HI 96830-8784




Repdeqvont 2001

Who was there?

e TrueNorth - Frank &
Mary-Theresa Smith (left)

» Siligua- Max & Alice
Baer + Lisa (pg.5)

e Chasquis- Tony & Ros-
lyn Scraggs (pg.4)

» City Zoo - Bear & Mitzi
Johnson (pg.7)

* LornaDoone - Gene &
Trish Suess (pg.4)

* Aquavit - Judy Schwan &
Ken McMillen (pg.6)

e Lyra- Brian & Diana
Hofler (pg.10)

e Tuatara- David & Francis
Bolton (pg.15)

*  Walkabout - Peter Bell
(pg.5)

* Vagary - Waly & Shella
Critch + Max (pgs.9& 14)

True North (above) with
Frank and Mary-Theresa
Smith couldn’t stay but did
make an appearance

At right, Pot-luck dinner on
the docks (I had no idea that
a Vega could hold so much
wine!) Left toright - Ken
McMillen, Judy Schwan,
Francis and David Bolton,
Trish Suess, Chuck Rose
and Gene Suess




