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Opening Shot

. , By Chuck Rose Waell, so much for dead-
In This | ssue: lines. The CD hasturned
- Cover Story— out to beabig hit! Therewill of coursebeasec- &= ———
"Voyaging With Lorna | ond edition at the end of the year featuring exten- -
Doone” by Anthony sive coveragein color of Rendezvous 2002 and the
Skidmore original version of Tony Skidmore' s Voyaging With ‘Lorna
« TheNav Station: Doone’ (the scanned, un-edited manuscript). Thefirst installment
Rendezvous 2002, of thisterrific piece starts on page 5. Part 2 wraps up the details
Nor’East Albin Cruis and feature’ s alot more photos by Tony and part 3 is ashort arti-
ers Rendezvous cle on navigation as practiced aboard L orna Doone during the
. Sisterships: Special voyage.

Edition—L or na Doone | have received several letters asking about the membership list

: that Sidney used to publish each year. Frankly | just didn’t think
- SignalsfromtheFleet | it 1yt o many of you have reminded me that the membership
- And More!! list will be in the next issue along with as much of the backlog of
lettersas| can fit.

Bill Arnett writes (below) “How can | help out?” Keep those
N cards and letters, photos and articles coming and check the Nav
Station on page 19 for a couple of things that need attention but
that | haven't had time for. In answer to your question, Bill; I've
been experimenting to get the best quality. High resolution jpeg s
W ~E work best, but in thisissue are some scanned prints that look like
they’ll print out just fine. | put Fair Winds together using Micro-
soft Publisher, then convert it to Kinko's print format and make a
copy in Adobe pdf. The newsdletter is printed by Kinko’s Printing.
S | giveittothemonaCD. | just wish | could afford to have

them handle the folding and mailing too. d;*) ﬂgﬁ

S

L

Willam S. Armett, P.E.
Consulting Engineer

2331 W. Viewmont Way West
Seattle, WA 98139

TEL: (206) 282 6390

FAX: (206) 282 6390

&

Shve\s Contributions
Y ou may submit contributions
Divracn, Ceme \sSues Tk | \éirzpe;]r;:\itlot:)y sending text or
ERcossad s ojema, Top, A Vegal860@netscape.net

TR s v TP T

R

X e n . ) Manuscripts, photos or drawings
I o " aonaeE. Ton T, N Say §F - °

may be sent via conventional

Gy Ry ¥ Gev mail to:

Las W s Ve 33 N\ PQ\\Q’?‘Q%(? % E?(%%?M
ThE DasTey ARE NERy Gwo Honolulu, HI 96830-87874
T A D) Contributions submitted via
e (S\m,w:—f snail mail will be returned only
S S bl

2 Yee 3n T VMae g )
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8?7 Signals From the Fleet

3-17-02

Dear Chuck

What' s happened with meisthat I’ ve found an old, 1976, tar-
tan 30 at aprice | couldn’t refuse ($8000) in fundamentally
sound condition but needing cosmetics. After having lost my
Vegalast fal, | want to continue my AVA membership,
though, because of my fond memories for both boat and asso-
ciation.

The Tartan comes with a great reputation like the Vega...and
tiller steering to boot! What I’ll miss mogt, | think, isthe
small womb of a cockpit what with dodger, made one feel in
control in all kinds of weather, aswell as the great manage-
ability of theVega. Tartan may in fact prove to be alittle too
much boat. It lacks the inter-active association that the Vega
has aswell as storied past. So AVA will continue to fill agap
for me.

D v e
AL

Steve Wadllace

Last issuein this
spaceyou read, in
Dick Brauer’sletter,
of theloss of Steve
Wallace'sVegain
Lake Michigan.
Aboveistheletter |
received from Steve.
(Re-typed because
green ink on beige pa-
per doesn’t scan at all
well.

43T s hve N —
Scaitle, WA US109

_—

................................................................

March 25, 2002

Dear Chuck,

Please enroll us as members of the Vega owners club. We are happy

owners of Vega hull #029710476. Enclosed is our check for 325 as new
members. You may contact us at ph. 206 282 5087 or
sjcross@worldnet.att.net.

Sincerely,
Steve & Sallie Jo Cross

S. V. SIGH of Seattle
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8? Signals From the Fleet ”l%

Dear Chuck:

Last year I started a new membership in the American Vega Association and only received one
issue of “Fair Winds™ in 2001. Did I miss some issues? I like the issue I just received (#7),
especially Part 4 of “Preparing Your Vega for Offshore Cruising” and hope there are several more
issues this year. Ienclose $12 for a membership renewal and a $5 donation for the CD, hoping that it
contains Parts 1-3 of “Preparing ...”

Are there many other members in the New England area? Do they ever convene? It would be
furi to commect with some other Vega owners % the Rendezvous in NorthWest watersis a mite far.

Here is the information requested on your membership application. I look forward to more
issues of Fair Winds. And I really envy you living on your Vega in Hawaii !!!

Reg/ards,

Conifoe P11 8-

Constance M. Elson

No, Constance, you didn’t missany is-
9/, four | sues, I did. Therewereonly threeis-
éM sueslast year. Therewill besix this

- . year though. Asfor the North East,
/’MW M - oA therearelotsof AVA membersup
) &, T L tend there. Don’t know why no one has or -

ganized a gathering. | plantotry to

J@ /I'& M 4«7070‘—% 1/ 5/"’7@ makeit to the Nor’East Albin Cruisers

Da— rendezvousin July (Detailsin the Nav
- thelited, - 7 f Station, Pg 19)

ool b ol Craou Berac y

Thanks Bob, we'll belooking forward
toit. And thanksfor the card.




Photos on pages 5,6 and 7 by Laura Wong-Rose.
Photos on pages 8, 9, 15,16 & 17 by Tony
Skidmore
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Photos of ‘Lorna Doone’ taken
at Pender I1sland, B.C. during
Rendezvous 2001. By per mis-
sion (Thanks again) of current
owners Geneand Trish Suess
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Holder af NUMEroUs Iﬁfffﬂj ﬁﬂﬂ': :r'ncﬁminj "First
Canadian rabbit fo circumnavigate in an Albin Vega,
WEFFEF: the .ﬂﬁj}b‘: mascol ‘&rwad'r a [cym‘: E:mﬁuarl.‘@
and Gireless companion. 7 greal reader, with a chﬁmf
for scurrilous papﬁrﬁmﬁ fiction, he spent his ‘off watch’
time either rmd"ﬁnj ummﬁaﬂﬁﬁg in a hammock lashed fo
the Eﬂc&ﬁy.

The waﬁaﬁ:ﬁ was a whimsical affectation; Hﬂfb’.&n
.ﬁ&h{yf had excellent .-:ymjﬁf After a nfﬁﬁf'_r shore leave
in Nelson's ﬂ#ﬂ@ﬂm‘: .ﬂn@uﬂ, he returned on board in
the mr@ hours- somewhal the worse ﬁrr wear - &
sporting the eye ﬂafcﬁ. D didn't ask, .. ...

fmd?uj Seaman Wafﬁper’
M a @mlf !rwﬁmrf@f & fivelosy companion, "
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Lorna Doone' is Vega #1517, built in 1972 The East coast dealer for
Albin exﬁiéifea/ her af the 1972 ?(a/zqu, Nova Scofia boat show where she
was purcéase/ @ a Canadian Naval officer. He documented her under the
name Soﬁ/e'j as a Canadian W vessel and, with his wife, sailed her
e;(fensw@ on the East coast mc&a&rg 4 trip up into the Bras d 'Or lakes.
Evenfua// he was /Joyfea/ fo the Esgmmag Navy base on Vancouver Jsland
in British Co/umém Being much attached to the boat and reluctant to leave
her behind on the East coast. he had a custom road trailer fabricated and
towed her across the continent. over the Qm@ mountains fo British
Columbia, a distance of some 3,500 miles, He éﬁm"fée boat at 6’%@, on the
Saanich penim'uhr, and sailed her éca@ in the Strait of Georgia, Gulf
Uslands and American San Juans until 1983 when he decided to fmrcﬁaye 4
/myer vessel and sold Veqa #1517 to me.

Since one of the conditions of the sale sas that he retain the name 'S@/w{q'
for his new boat, Vega #(5(7 became 'Lorna Doone' and, as part of the re -
ryisfmﬁon pprocess the home Porf became Vietoria, B.C, For the next three
years 9 éepf the boat af Pedder &g Marina, on the South coast ef
Vancouver Jsland, My home was just 4 five minute drive from the masina
ond 9 used her far ewminﬂ and weekend mifiay and unambitious summer
vacation cruises. In 1986 the boat was fourteen Yyears old and, feel; ing the
nesd for a project, J decided to give her a ma; afor refit and jenem/ uﬁgmaé

My negﬁéor and ﬂaaa/ friend on the aéom;rg fproperty had a énye ﬁ@
barn that wasn'f éen@ used and very éma@ allowed me fo store the boat
there for the duration of the refit. In the course of 4 very intensive fifteen
maonths, woré;’nj evenings and weekends, the fo//owinj was done:
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AWl the exterior hardware and trim was removed; the Volvo diesel and
Combi gear were removed and sold: the interior " joinery was com{aﬁfe@
yfrzppe/ out.

The um/eréo@ was yfn’ppe&f of all anfzfauﬁbj and the fgpﬂ’zés and deck /
conchroof mauﬂl/inﬂy refinished with white fnear fa{yurefﬁane fpaint.

The oriyina/ fﬁrmgﬁ hull ﬁffnyf and shut-off valves were Jfrip,w{ out
and repéwea/ using bronze ball valves instead of gate valyes.

The conchroof windows were re{yécca{ using Lexan sandwiched betwesn
interior and exterior stainless steel frames.

A more substantial stainless stoel anchor roller and stainless steel fairleads
were fitted: new foak jraé rails, cacépiz‘ locker lids and cacé{n’f sole grating
were made.

The fopﬂ'aﬁzx and una@réw{y were stiffened with GRP ring frames
forward of the main bulkhead where the boat tends fo paumf when Eeiry _
driven hard to weather. The section modulus of the ﬂ'mf;@ mpfmrfw/
beam that carries the mast compression was increased @ a factor of three,
A Yanmar 1GM diesel with 2 : 1 reduction and a 13" X 8" bwo bladed
/w'ope//er was installed; the omﬂina/ well enjineerea{ but immeme@ &wg,
stainless steel exhaust system was cﬁwtqa( to a Vetus muffler and water
trap; the existing p&xﬁc fuel tank was relocated from the éi@e sump to
give gravity feed from a j&maﬁm enclosure in the fort aac(l&if locker.
Stainless steel Vetus mushroom vents were installed in péme of the orijina/
/y/m'ﬁc vents aft
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- The hoat was re-wired; the Bosch fuse fane[ re/yéce/ and a proper
master switch installed alfmﬂ with new stainless naw'ﬂaﬁbn and inferior
@ﬁf ﬁxfurgy; a fourteen watt solar pam/ was installed

- The foam-backed myf I?’nily on the hull was removed and the mterior
jém'wor( painfe&[

- The /yfywoaagginety was [gﬁfme/ @ Jriﬂ'irfg muii‘ip[e cut-oufs with a
twa inch hole saw, and then overlaid with a thin (. approx . 3/16" thick]
fﬂcfﬂj of Brazilian maﬁaﬂmj "V’ joint staving, set in epoxy and coated
with a satin oil finish; the companionway bulkhead was y;’miéw@ overlaid
with more ' 'V ' foint maﬁaﬁm@, and the interior face of the coachraof
sides covered with heavy vinyl; the underside of the fo'c'sle hatch and the
fﬁ%’ﬂﬁ companionway hatch were covered with white pé:.rﬁc laminate fo
mateh the coacﬁraaf deckhead and hide the g(/)omfweave ef the ﬂéﬁs
laminate; the aryina/ faam backed w’»gf[ on the hull interior was reﬂ&ce&f
with ypacea( fpine battens, finished 6@5& the aﬂ'ﬂina/ vertical fift-out
/Jane/ giving access fo the engine was reﬂécce/ @ three narrow fmneé ~
far easier to remove and store, ﬂarﬁca&r@ when under way.

- New cushion covers and carpet were fitted and a new companionway
spray a/oafger and mainsail cover madk.

- Themast, bhoom and spinnaéer [Jaﬁ,' were sﬁv]ﬁpwf and painfea/ with white
linear po@urefﬁane fpaint; an extended xpinméer po[e stowage track was
fitted; Selden mast steps were fitted: the m‘ﬁina/ sheef winches were
repéwe;/ with stainless Anderson #12 self fm&g winches; new sails were
ordered; a Navik servo pendﬁl&m vane gear was installed,

- A miniature (6'3") cold moulded fram aﬁrg@ was custom made fo stow
u/m’afe down on the foredeck,
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Canm[emég paorer, but with the boat éoéng Just magqniﬁ'cgné 9
relaunched in the fall of 1987. The ar'ginaf owner came on board with his
wife and was somewhat nanpﬁweaf at the extent of the cﬁanjef-

"9 fﬁoujﬁf she looked pretty W the WaY she was," he said fémgﬁéf @
There was a, rm/ of silence fo//owzrg this remark,; fﬁm@nj 9 suppose, that

he mi ﬂﬁf ﬁave hurt my feels ngs, he added:
"In an ‘austere’ kind of Way you know......"

9 returned the hoat to Pedder Bay marina and continued to sail her Eca@
until the spring of 1994 when 9 officially retired Feeling that this was as
590&[ a fime as any to make 4 clean break, 9 sold my home, car and various
other possessions éeepmﬂ on 3 Lorna Doone, my hand toobs, and omz bax of
books that 9 couldn t quite émnj mjse/f to part with, On May 24" 1994,
5%01@ lnden with ﬁ,@ gaﬂbm‘ of fresh water and six months food, 9 sailed
from Becher Bay on Vancouver Island with the infent of ﬁdﬁﬁnﬂ 4 ﬁﬁéuy
dream and maézrzg a ym]/e handed circumnavigation of the world, The
vayage was yuccef}ﬂ@ campéfe/ in fﬁ:rtfy months, foﬂ&wmy the traditional
trade wind route :
- South from the Juan de Fuca strait to the latitude of San Franciseo, and
then West out to the Hawaiian islands.
- South from Honoluls, West of the Line islands to the lafitude of
Suvaroy, and then West to the Vavau group in the anafam aﬁb@a
- South from Tonga to the latitude of Minerva reef and then West o the
Bay of stands, New Zealand and mnfua@ south to '}Uﬁanjare;
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- North from New Zealand to New Caledonia and then across the Coral
sea and fﬁroujﬁ Grafton passage to Cairns, Australia,
- North inside the Great Barrier ?{eg[ to Ca}pe York and then West across
the Gulf of Carpentaria to Gove in Arnhem Land,
- West from Gove acrass the Indian Ocean to the Mascarene Jslannd and

Reunion,

- South from Reunion around the bottom of Maa&cjascar anaf across the

Mozaméigue channel to Durban, Natal

- South from Durban, around the Cape of Goaaf Hope, and North to
Antiqua in the lesser Zntilles.

- Westfrom Antiqua to Colon and ﬂ;rmgﬁ the Panama Canal to Balboa,

I\\I 1 \\r L T S M SR NN O [ 1;/% |
VAR 19" o 158" 57"y 56° o,
) Qorenay [boosd,_ 4
2\2":0 § oo “Tosn 10%3%6';0?&?1.5‘3@% 5 // af
XA 5 A
@6 k;,;%, ///
% (j ., RATs /" \ %
N W) 4= € = (IReomuaguronty 4//
A e O S ‘ ' OMTLETSY &
2 i | “’;Q‘ff‘,i‘i Y*@::>A | it”ﬁdn.,ts‘s";o‘\u .\ﬂeg
F Lo AR GURRD J{ (s [ Lioowg T me,\&wk
] HoonD \ MAU \
\ § A
LoRug Doone \(
2_&"_,1, ( oM LETION. \ ?\\ 0%
%7/' . @1[ X q WA Gl A > §
7 'WRLUMNA\/HTATHOM _. XN\
w/»/f///// 2100 wes., W Suer, 1990 \ / \\§\>\o
///?LZ?’W —r 6B Aoy fsew x\\\\\ég.w N
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- South from Balboa to Gﬂf#ﬁﬁfﬂ_f, out ﬂf&l’lﬁ the sguafar fo 132 ﬁﬁn’:ﬂr
West. and then North West fo the Hawaiian Islands, crossing our
outbound track and mmfbéﬁrﬁ the Eircummw;gaﬁﬂn aft 24 d'g_grse: 56
minutes North latitude, 55 :ifajrm 6 minutes Hest I'Ernjiftm‘é al q.mr:ffy
2100 hours on zf"' July, 1996,

Moored in the Ala Wai jpm:ﬁf basin
affer comp féﬁrg the circumnavigation

- North from Honolulu fo 42 J{graar latitude, where the Westerlies were
an&eﬂ" up for the run home to Cape 'Fﬁffﬂ.-gr and the Juan de Fuca strait

Some boats do not take ﬁ;na@ fo acean voyaging and are dﬁfaﬁm’ Ea'r:éf@
and :crmmfnj around the world - every 'ﬁa.'i'm‘fﬂ a n{gﬁfrnﬂm ﬂf mﬁﬁnﬁ,
bad luck, Emrfﬁfﬂrtmf and defective systems. ... in port fﬁej sulk and d'raﬁ
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their anchors. Not so the Vega! 'Lorna Qoone’ entered whole heartedly info
the spirit of the voyage and nﬂﬁmmf to enfoy it every bit as much as 7 did.
The additional ws{gﬁf didn'f seem fo ‘bﬁme her uma"ufj and ﬁfi‘ﬁﬂﬂjﬁ never
ﬂigrmiwfy sailed she m#nﬂjm’, to run 160 nautical miles naon / naon an two
conseculive d&y in the Mndian Ocean, South nf Cocos Kacﬁng; and, maore
rﬂcﬂﬂf{y, made 112 miles in fw&mfy faur haurs, close hauled in the North East
frades coming up from Hawaii to British Columbia,

In my opinion the Vega is an excellent, unﬂ’émnnﬁ'fnﬁ and, fn@iﬁnﬁ boat for
Yow ém’{gﬁf' rinjl':!-ﬁﬂnafmf aeean v@ﬂﬁfnj, with an imr&rsm'ue ﬂéﬁﬁ@l fo éﬁc.'&
maoving under adverse conditions. About (500 miles Novth of Hawaii on the
trip hame, stress of weather fﬂresa" us fo i‘:ﬁj a-hall for a short thﬂf forior to
that we had not been ;faﬁbed' since a blow off the Sﬂpﬂ of Good ?fnpe in

Traditional thatehed fales; Makave, Tonga
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January of the same year, 15,000 miles sailing away! In thirty months we
experienced no gear failures and there are no significant changes that 9 would
make to the boat if d&:@ the same trip again. Jtems af equipment which
{)ﬂnw{ fo he o w&fﬂndjrﬁ were:

Navik, servo Fﬂnﬁ'&.&m vaNE Gear; ﬁ.cf@ matched to the Vega,

- Yanmar { Gm diesel; #ﬁmitfe@ reliable and & great source of comfort
when coastal cruising single-handed; consumes only one pint of fuel per
hour at 2200 REPM.

- Anderson self tailing winches; beautifully engincered and a joy o use.

- 7.5 @9 Bruce anchors - three of them - used in conjunction with 200° of
BBR chain; once again, perfectly matohed to the Vega and good for
mud, sand, coral and rack,

- Autohelm 1000, ﬂﬁvay.f reliable and ﬁ&mﬁlﬁs@ invaluahle for the ﬂhjﬁ
hander wnrﬁnﬁ oult ﬁf an mmﬁnrﬂjs, 5::@ fﬁ:-m}y jraundr tackle and
anE,-‘n_g sail

' Medicaire ' Ffm"fgua f{y:@
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The final loghook entry at the end of the circumnavigation

4

Waell, it’sthefinal log book entry but by no meanstheend! Look for Part 2 of “Voyaging
With Lorna Doon€’ by Tony Skidmorein Fair Winds No. 10
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The Nav Station

Rendezvous 2002;
Theplansarecon- &
firmed for the Pacific

Hi Chuck and all other
wiAme Vegaowners!!
ey Speaking of Rendezvous',

Reservations should be made
by Aprillst. (Not my fault
gang. | just got thisinfo on

Northwest Vega

Rendezvous on Aug 2,3& 4,
2002, at Islander Lodge and
Marina, Lopez Island, WA.
We have reserved 10 dock
spaces and the cost $1.00 per
foot. We will have use

of aroom for potlucks, break-
fasts, etc. Thereisa

pool, hot tub, restaurant, etc.
Web pageis
www.|opezislander.com,
phone is 360-468-2233.

We invite everyone to the ren-
dezvous. Lopez Island is
beautiful and the crabbingis
great in Fisherman's

Bay.

We had agreat time last year
and the first annual PNW

V ega Rendezvous and hope to
make this an annual event.
Please RSVP asap if you are
coming and would like dock
space. Y ou can aso confirm
your space with the Islander
Lodge and Marinaor let me
know.

My email is
skipperjs@yahoo.com.

Judy Schwan

AKVAVIT
khkkkhkkkhkkhhkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkkhkkkxkx
Constance Elson (‘Ruffian’,
V1388) isn't the only one
wondering if the Easterers are
going to get together this sum-
mer. | haven't heard any-
thing. Does anyone know?
Well, the Albin Cruisers
Rendezvousis happening in
Rhode island the weekend of
July 19/21 | received the fol-
lowing email from Tim Hall
with all the details:

the Albin CruisersListis
having their annual New Eng-
land Rendezvous in James-
town, RI July 19-21 at the Co-
nanicut Marina. All area
Vega owners are most wel-
cometo come and join us.
We have 7 or 8 boats booked
at the marina so far and about
a1/2 dozen peopledriving in
from around New England.
There will be adinner get to-
gether on Saturday night and
Newport isjust across the
from the marina, accessible
viawater taxi(l'm planning on
spending sometimein the
Armchair Sailor buying
books...) The more the mer-
rier!!
Tim Hall
Medford, MA
1970 A25 "Purrfect"
AlbinCruisers List Moderator
http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/AlbinCruisers
tw.hall @verizon.net

When: July 19th through July
21st, 2002.

Where: Conanicut Marina
One Ferry Wharf

Jamestown, Rhode Island
02835

phone 401-423-1556

fax 401-423-7152

Dockage Rates per Foot: daily
$2.60/ft based on 2 nights
Electricity: 30amp-$6/night
Check In: 2:00 p.m. possibly
sooner on Friday Check Out:
Noon. The Marinais prepared
to block off dock space to ac-
commodate 6 - 12 vessels for
the nights of July 19 and 20.

Jun 4! CR) After April 1st res-
ervations will be made on
availability of space.- When
making reservations let them
know you are members of the
AlbinCruisers so they can put
us together.- They have ample
parking for truck/trailer rigs
for those bringing their boats
viaoverland route.- Thereisa
boat ramp adjacent- best used
at mid to high tide.- Visit their
Web site below see their fa-
cilities: http://www.
conanmarina.com/

FOOD: We will dso havea
"Steak-fry" Saturday night as
we did last time. The same
club will be available aslast
time with cash bar, patio grill
area, and interior great hall for
eating and socializing. Choice
of beefsteak or swordfish
steak (can grill on their grill
yourself or havethem do it)
baked potato, salad roll for
about $11.00. A menuisalso
availablefor Friday night as
well as a choice of a number
of resturants and deli'sin the
areafor lunch and dinner.
ENTERTAINMENT: New-
port is across the harbor by
ferry for sight seeing and
shopping for those not incined
to decline into the engine
compartments and bilges.
khkkkhkkkhkkhhkhkkkhkkhkhkkhkhkkkkkx
Things Chuck needs help
with:

Burgees—I'm out and need
camera-ready artwork to get
more made. Also need a
source for reasonably priced
burgees. Also need artwork-
for T-Shirts.




Member ship Application
Name:
Postal Address:
Member ship Information
Country:
E-mail: Membership renewals are cur-
rently US$12 for one year for
. . members residing in the United
First Mate: States. International member-
ships are US$15. New member -
Hull/Sail No. ships are US$25. Membership
includes a subscription to Fair
Boat Name: Winds, published six times a
year and a copy of The Vega
Owners Repair and Mainte-
Home Port: nance Manual and Archive
CD. Make checks payable to :
Telephone: Chuck Rose
SV Lealea
PO Box 88784
New Member Renewal Honolulu, HI 96830-8784
IAIR-?AAT - .~
mage Maps :
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Thanks David, for the kudos
and for renewing for another
year. Your CD isincluded
with thisissueand, asre-
quested, plenty of photosto
go along with agreat article
by Tony Skidmore, thefirst
of threeinstallments.
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