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The Newsletter of the American Vega Association

Opening Shot
By Chuck Rose

There must be
alesson here. # ST
Thisisthe sec- Y

ond year now ’

that | have been unable to get
the newdletter out between
June and September. Now,
here it is January aready! It's
asimple matter of priorities
of course. My job requires
that | do alot of traveling
during the summer. Four
trips to the mainland, a week
or ten days each, and eight
inter-island hops, al between
June and September. Of
course between tripsis the
frantic effort to catch up be-
fore the next trans-Pacific
757 ride. It just doesn't leave
much time for the things |
enjoy like putting out the
newsletter and puttering
around my own Vega.

I’ll work on it, but if anyone
out there hasthetimeand is
willing to take over, please
let me know. It doesn’t ap-
pear that the situation will get
better anytime before | retire.
Of course I'll do my best, but
NO More promises.

W:

-

7% Ontheplusside, |
stretched my July busi-
ness trip to allow meto
attend the Nor’ East Al-
bin Cruisers Rendez-
vous at Jamestown, RI,

then, two weeks later, we
dropped in on the VEGA-
tarians Rendezvous at Lo-
pez Island, WA on our way
back home to Hawaii.

We have alot of pictures
to share in thisissue even
though our new camera
turned out to be a disap-
pointment. Thanksto
Adobe’ s Photoshop soft-
ware | was ableto salvage a
lot of them for publication
but my original plan to get
enough exterior and interior
shots of all of the boats to
do future features for the
regular “Sisterships” column

went down the tubes with
all of the too-dark, out-of-
focus and otherwise unus-
able photos.

“Fair Winds” No. 9 was
supposed to be primarily
just the member contact
list; but then again, No. 9
was supposed to go out on
June 30th! My original
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No. 9

plan called for No. 10 to fea-
ture Part 2 of Tony

Skidmor e’ s“Voyaging
With Lorna Doone” and for
No. 11 to contain coverage of
Rendezvous 2002 at Lopez
Island. Having completely
blown the plan however |
have decided to expand this
issue and re-group. So next
issue, which | have already
begun working on, will get
back to Tony’ s article.

It goes without saying that
the more materia | receive
from you, the easier it isfor
me to put together each issue.
Tony gave mevirtually a
complete newsletter but 1,
perhaps unwisely, decided to
edit it to more closely fit my
format so | could include
other features like your let-
ters, the Nav Station etc. and
| broke Tony’s submission
up into three parts.

So hereitis, at last. | hope
you find it worth the wait.

Aloha,
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In Thislssue:
Membership List
The Nav Station
Signalsfrom the
Fleet
Sisterships: VEGA-
tarians Rendezvous
2002
Albin Cousins:
Nor’'East Albin
Cruisers Rendes
Vous, Jamestown,
RI
| FR 2002 Report by
Ross Dring

W ~E

Contributions
Y ou may submit contribu-
tions viae-mail by send-
ing text or graphicsto:
V egal860@netscape.net

Manuscripts, photos or
drawings may be sent via
conventional mail to:

SV Ledea

PO Box 88784

Honolulu, HI 96830-87874

Contributions submitted
viasnail mail will bere-
turned only if accompanied
by a self addressed
stamped envelope
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Signals From the Fleet

3679 Arbutus Drive WV,
Cobble Hill B,C. Canada VOR ILI
3Ist. July '02

Dear Chuck, Laura and Bree,
Thanks for sending me the newsletter Chuck, despite
my not having pald my dues! Better late than never, eh?

By the time you get this the 2002 rendezvous will be over, and urnfortunately
I amm not going to be able to make it, I sold Walkabout three weeks ago, and
now have another boat, a San Juan 24, presently named Tandem, but which I will
re-name Tui. (2 N¥.Z. bird) The reason for this change was two-fold, firstly I
am getting a bit o0ld to go offshore alone, and secondly I needed a boat which
could handle the very light air we encounter so very often here. Actually, there
was another reason too-the San Juan cost me } of the amount I got for the Vega.

When I went to oick up the cheque for Walkabout, she had already been
gailed away by her new owners, which was probably just as well, since I would
have hated to see someone take her away. She gave me some great memories; won
a lot of races, was always easy to manage, and totally reliable and comfortable.

I intended to go to the rendezvous with the San Juan, but I'm running a bit
behind with the installatior of a new out-board motor, so....... At least I
intend to remain a member of the Vega- Assn.-assuming you'll have me?!

“The photo-which Ttn very late in sending, will bring back memories of the
2001 get-together, Hove they get more boats though, there must be at least 70-
80 Vega's in the Pacific northwest, )

Anyway friends, I wish you "Fair Winds] and if I'm ever passing through
Hawaii -and I probably will be around april next year, I'll try to look you up.
Have fun!

Regards, /sz:j u

Aloha Peter!

We heard that you had bought the
San Juan but Brian Hofler
thought that you still had Walk-
about. Walkabout is afine boat
and | very much enjoyed sitting
in the cabin with you and talking
about her and your experiences
with her.

We missed you at the Rendez-
vous this year and of course you
are welcome to come with or
without aboat. See you next year
at Bedwell?

“Fair Winds”
Chuck
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Signals From the Fleet ”{h
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Hi Chuck,

Sorry about the delay, but I had a major mishap on the Norton. Went to kick
it over, it kicked back. Upshot.... ruptured Achilles tendon.
Please find enclosed $ 25 for membership in the Vega Association. 1

probably missed the newsletter on the rendezvous, but is there any chance of

getting it still?
All the best,

8/26/02

Howard and Sheila “ Shiva” 1707
PO Box 7, Deer Harbor, WA 98243
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/Z(/V'»jﬁn/\, , /d/
Dot 24 2002

Well Cathy, althoughit’s
been more than six months
since | received your letter
but I’'m sure that your ques-
tion will be of interest to
our members. If anyone
has the solution, please let
us know so we can share

) A fo o s M /1 'g;]ee | nformation with every-
) et g6 wao re gooT . Thefitting is probably not
saldecs 7 N 7t P made of brass, by the way.
o > e Sraso LFec Itismorelikely bronze or
Wg] We ot % , gunmetal much stronger

b Y ‘ o bl <l Lo

f il st hone W Sy T
! Nl he T2 WM /I‘ZM
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it d g 0 0O Ve pet
o S A ol [«r%/o g»\/\/é/ Kpac

alloys used in marine appli-
cations for ‘working’ fit-
tings such as turnbuckles
etc. and fasteners. Brass
polishes up easier and is
used primarily for decora-
tive pieces like interior
hinges or trim.

ﬂ/f,\ aﬁw M«/ M%@

@/&/M\? & poed spaKe Wh

ey o Sy mend Foed recks,

Oh, by the way— i ‘//K”fb e «/“47 : é»h.z//z&gz}
CONGRATULATIONS! i ;%7%2_ /

(1% ) 6316 10 5 o Lo,
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Signals From the Fleet

58,

Date: Thu, 26 Sep 2002 19:31:28 -0000
From: "ellissitzky" <ellissitzky @yahoo.com>
Subject: swim ladder

Since | sail singlehanded, | worry about getting back on board after
going over the side, for example to clear alobster buoy line from

the prop. | think a permanently mounted folding swim ladder on one
side of the transom might be best, but a stainless steel custom

ladder might be too expensive for my budget. What do other Vega
ownersinthe U.S. use? Can you remember the manufacturer and model
number?

V1165 Marlin
Robinhood, ME
elissitzky@yahoo.com

Date: Thu, 26 Sep 2002 16:24:44 -0400
From: Tom Lochhaas <toml @greennet.net>
Subject: Re: lobster pots and prop

Oops, | just replied about the ladder, but | reread your message and saw
your comment about the lobster pot warps and the prop. | thought I'd
share alittle device | made that has saved me from probably hundreds of
pot warps using toggles. (For those of you who haven't been downeast and
don't know what atoggleis: in our waters where |obster pots are placed
almost every 10 feet almost everywhere within a mile of the coast, there
are often two floats per line, with a connecting line between them
running just beneath the surface. Often the extreme tidal currents pull
one of the other float underwater, making it invisible and the water a
minefield of amost totally unavoidable lines running every which way
just below the surface. My previous small boat with a kick-up rudder
would catch aline about every 20 minutes of sailing time even when |
spend all my time on the lookout.)

Anyway, an old Maine sailor took one look at my Vega's exposed prop and
suggested installing a flat piece of stainless steel (maybe 15-18 inches
long, about the size of a paint stir stick) horizontal, mounted to the
trailing edge of the rudder just below the prop. Any line that crosses
under the keel and sweeps up the rear edge of the rudder is deflected
back and away before it hitsthe prop. In 4 years |'ve only snagged
once, and that was on light wind in the middle of atack when | think a
strong tide flow actually set me dightly backwards on one. | forget
where | found the piece of steel, but | simply drilled a couple holes
through the rudder and through-bolted it. | didn't know if | might be
letting water into the rudder and so sealed the holes well. Four years
later, it's the best and cheapest modification |'ve made!

Tom

At left, and interesting ex-
change from the Y ahoo
e-group

Dear Chuck

| have enclosed $25 for
membership in the American
VegaAssociation. | have
been looking at the Y ahoo
discussion group you linked
meto for thelast 4 hours. |
cant stop. TheVegal pur-
chased needs alot of work.
I’m sure the website and info
included in the newdletters
will beinvauablein my ef-
fort to restore her.

Thank you,
Rob Cheshire

Welcome aboard Rob!
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| FR-2002 Ega M arina, Arhus, Denmark
July 2002

Recently | returned from a most memorable IFR-2002 hosted by the Dansk VegaKlub in Ar-
hus Denmark. On Monday July 15, | made my way from Chicago to Copenhagen via London, fol-
lowed by a 3.5-hour train ride to Arhus and then alocal busto the EgaMarina. Because of alast min-
ute need to change Airline reservations, | did not arrive at the regatta until Tuesday evening, the second
day of theregatta. During the regatta | shared a cottage on the sea shore with Lars and AnaMaria
Lemby and we commuted in their car to the regatta some 5 Kilometers distant. On Wednesday (sunny
F3/4) and Thursday (rainy F5/gusting 6) there was racing in the morning and then again in the after-
noon. Therewere 8 boatsin racing class, 14 in cruising class and 12 in modified class. | crewed both
days for Helmut (a very capable skipper) and Hanni Brandt, from Germany, on Muggepicke (780). On
Wednesday evening the Danes hosted a*“ Grill” with entertainment by a man with an electric keyboard
who kept the party going at full speed. On Thursday evening sailing awards were presented and more
socializing followed. On Friday atour was conducted of the “Den Gamle By” old town of Arhus and
the Regatta Dinner was held in the evening with awards, entertainment, 5-piece band, and dancing. At
the end of the evening everybody joined arm and arm and sang Amazing Grace and Auld Lang Syne
with very sentimental feelings all around. The regatta, which was like one big family get-together, had
71 boats and 175 people who came by car, boat or airplane from 7 countries.

The closing ceremony, with the Danes presentation of the VODA flag to Sweden, for the IFR
2004, was conducted on Saturday morning July 20. Following the ceremony the boats departed for
their home waters and | went aboard Diana Webb' s boat, Bugle, for the return passage to England with
Diana Webb and John Vaughan. We started out with a three-day passage in the Danish portion of the
Baltic Seawith the third day being quite robust as we made for Kiel Germany. Dianahad Bugle down
to a patch of the Genoa with Bugle rolling and surfing at 7 Kn. in big seas. We couldn’t quite lay the
entrance to Kid so Diana put the engine on to help point up and claw our way into the harbor. Kiel isa
very considerable port as well as being the eastern entry to the 59-mile Nord-Ostsee-Kanal, also known
as The Kaiser-Wilhelm-Kanal or Kiel-Canal. After aMonday night stay at the British Kiel Yacht Club
we locked through and motored on the Kiel Canal to Rendsburg where we held up in amarinafor the
night. Asit turned out we stayed 3 days in Rendsburg because of unfavorable conditions on the North
Sea and all pleasure craft were holding up in ports further ahead in Brunsbuttel or Cuxhaven. During
our stay in Rendsburg we went on awalking tour of the old part of town including sometimein St
Mary’s church(15™ century) where a man was playing a lute and balalaika while alady played a cello.
Dianaand | also took atrain to Kiel for aday to tour some of the city and waterfront. We visited a
small maritime museum housed in “Fiskhalle”, an old fish hall that was the only building on that part of
the waterfront left standing after the allied bombing of the shipyardsin Kiel during WW Il. On our re-
turn we somehow got on atrain to Fendsburg instead of Rendsburg and were on our way to Denmark
when we observed this big beautiful lake full of sailboats at anchor, which we didn’t remember on our
trip to Kiel. Well we werelooking at the Baltic and the train driver at the next stop was very helpful in
directing us back to Kiel for another try for Rendsburg.

At first light on Friday July 26 we departed for Brunsbuttel, the west point of the canal, where
we locked through and out into the River Elbe at 1500 as the tide was beginning to fall. Pleasure craft
are not allowed on the cana at night and the tidal current on the Elbe isfar more than a pleasure craft
can manage against current, so we had to have our timing right so that we could make Cuxhaven for an
overnight stay. Following a 2100 arrival at the marinawe shared our table in the marina restaurant with
2 Dutch couples who we were sailing home and we had a great conversation and much laughter.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

The next morning we slipped out of our berth at 0500 along with lots of other boats. We
wanted to make the most of the Elbe sfalling tide as we made the 15 mile trip out into the North Sea
and then westward aong the north of the Frisian Islands. The Frisian Islands are achain of low long
and narrow ilands with their mgjor axis parallé to the coasts of Germany and the Netherlands for some
150 miles. Much of these islands contain nature preserves and summer resorts with beautiful sand
beaches with access to the islands by ferry from the main land. On our way we stayed overnight in ma-
rinasin Noderney and Borkum and at anchor in the North Sea just off the coast of Ameland at Bornrif.
The anchorage wasn't conducive to sleep as Bugle faced sea swells at 90 degrees from the tidal current
which caused Bugle to develop a 1 minute periodic boat rolling harmonic from still to a pitching condi-
tion. Anchor watch turned out to be more restful. After lifting anchor at 0400 and amix of sailing and
motoring we made Den Helder which is at the western end of the Frisian Islands and contains a major
Dutch naval base, latein the day. About an hour after we tied up in the harbor we got hit with a squall
that blew up from aF1 to 7 in less than a couple of minutes which had every one scurrying to lay on
additional lines on al the boats rafted in the marina. The squal passed through within an hour but it
sure made this flatlander happy to have made port before it arrived. Diana had been noting afalling
glass during the day.

The following day which was Wednesday the 31, we departed on the tide at 1300 and made
for Ijmuiden, some 38 miles further south along the Dutch coast and arrived in the marina at 1945 for
an overnight stay at the I[jmuiden Seaport Marina. At noon the following day we started our crossing to
England with reefed main and jib. Because of the wind direction we were more or less pressed into
sailing along the Dutch coast south past Rotterdam and Europort before turning for England. Asthe
day and evening went on we shook out the reefs and later had to go on the engine. We passed petro-
leun platforms and on a number of occasions ship anchorage’ s with as many as a dozen ships at anchor
as we made our passage. The following late morning, Diana decided to make for Ramsgate rather than
our home waters on the River Thames because of our position and the tidal conditions we would be fac-
ing as we closed on England. We made Royal Harbour Ramsgate in the late evening. After a hearty
English breakfast and awalk around the waterfront we departed at 1100 on Saturday for the trip around
Margate and into the Thames Estuary for the last leg of our passage to the River Medway, our home
waters. The Thames Estuary is rife with shallows so Diana was always very careful of our position and
tidal conditions. After passing an exclusion zone for a sunken WW 11 liberty ship loaded with muni-
tions located near Garrison Point at the mouth of the Medway we made our berth in Whitman's Ship
Yard in Hoo on the Medway. Aswe approached the berth we ran aground and had a bit of an effort to
get Bugleinto her nest as accessislimited to high tide + or —an hour. Asit was latein the evening, we
had ameal at Hoo Ness Y acht club and stayed on Bugle until the next morning. Following John
Vaughan’s departure for Manchester, Dianaand | drove to her beautiful house in Cheam where | met
her husband John. | stayed with them overnight and got to know John and hislife experiences. The
following morning, August 5", Diana drove me to London Heathrow Airport for my flight home to
Chicago.

The regatta with our Danish hosts and folks from the other countries and the trip home to Eng-
land with my British friends was wonderful. | am so appreciative of Dianafor including me on her
homeward bound passage and for the warm hospitdity that she and John extended to me in their home.
What atrip.

RossW. Dring Critters (3027)
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We knew from the mo-
ment we first laid eyes on
Gloria and Jim Elder
they are our kind of peo-
ple. );">

T hey
picked us up
in Sesattle on
I | their way up
B from  Ash-
dlland, Ore-
gon and we
headed
North toward Anacortes
with Wren, V1838, snug
on her trailer behind.

When we got to the ma-
rina in Anacortes we got
the mast stepped with
some assistance from the
yard’'s crane and the very
able and helpful staff who
then launched the boat
i with their travel lift
‘-&u _ shortly before sunset. Af-
ter we had Wren snug in
her dip we went off in
search of supper at the ma-
rina restaurant. Following
avery nice meal Jim let us
take the truck into town to
find lodging and in the
morning Laura and |
picked up some coffee,
pastries and other essen-
tials and went back to the
boat to begin the process
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The weather was perfect
and the wind, though light,
was enough to allow usto
sail aimost all the way
from Anacortes to Lopez
Island. It was agreat day
of sailing that ended with
the happy crew tying
Wren’s lines off to the
dock and greeting Judy
Schwann, Ken McMillen
and Bear and Mitzi John-
son whom we had met at
last year’ s Rendezvous at
Pender Island, BC. Then
we had the pleasure of
meeting all of the new
VEGAtariansthat were
attending their first rendez-
VOuS.

| was surprised at the
number of new faces. We
were expecting about the
same turnout as last year,
hoping for perhaps one or
two new boats. What a
surpriseto find only three
boats that had been at Pen-
der Island last year, plus
Lauraand me. This year
there were four first-time
Vegas plus Ken Preston a
new vega owner who
sailed his West Wight Pot-
ter to Lopez Island.
(Ken’s recently purchased
Vega, Lyra, isstill in Mex-
ico), and one Albin 25.
Also in attendance were
two crews who came with-
out their boats to attend
their first Rendezvous.
Next year, at Bedwell, |
hope we'll see our Cana-
dian friends again.
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Judy and Ken had put out
crab traps when they ar-
rived so by late afternoon
they had lots of crab for
our evening feast. Here
Ken Mc Millen and Ken

Preston prepare the wee
. Below, Judy Schwann get- beasties for the pot. (Left
ting the table ready and Above)
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Brian and Diana, aboard Lyra, V1039 werelast to arrive. Above, with Diana on the foredeck
and towing Brians' s Tinker, is Lyra (The only Canadian flagged boat to attend) approaching the
dock just as the sun disappeared over the horizon.
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A stroll around the Lopez | lander
Marina during the Rendezvous
yielded the following photos.

Thevery interesting An-
chor Chock at left caught
my eye last year. | asked
Brian Hofler about it—

" Came with the boat.”

Mitzi, hard at work in the cabin
(right) .....

.... And Bear, on watch
in the cockpit (left)
aboard City Zoo
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Getting any ideas yet? No? Check (@

he dingy race was hotly contest
Hey Judy, who won?
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Here'sonel’ve
never seen before.
Clear plexiglass
cockpit hatches.

Here'saniceinterior.

(Right, below and bottom
right) Note the table modifi-
cations
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AsLUCK would haveit, (And perhaps for the better) the pho-
tos we took at the party were pretty much unsalvageable. Judy
and Mitzi did agreat job setting things up, complete with ap-
propriate decorations (See above) and several awards in vari-
ous categories for outstanding achievementsin VEGAtarian-
ism. It goeswithout saying that a great time was had by all

Below, left to right, Gloria and Jim Elder, Wren, V1838 and
Leah Seal, from Victoria, sometimes crew aboard L ealea,
V1860.

We had one Albin 25 join us (Below right). Laura spent alot
of time with the owner so | assumed that she got hisinforma-
tion, name etc. (sigh) at least | got a picture of the boat.

10.

11.

Who wasthere?

Dennis Reisman:No
Name, V687, Libby, M T,
crew—Ray

Chris Conlan: Vagary,
V2171, Seattle, WA

Ken Preston: Lyra (?)
Bainbridge Island, WA
Note: Lyraisin Mexico at
present so Ken came to
the Rendezvousin his
West Wight Potter

Bill & Hellen Bach came
sanstheir boat Calmers,
V1071, from Sherwood,
OR

Howard Barbour &
Shiela Gaguin: Shiva,
V1707, Deer Harbor
Brian & DianaHofler:
Lyra, V1039

Judy Schwann & Ken
McMillan, Aqvavit,
V1869, Seattle, WA

Jim & Gloria Elder,
Wren, V1838, Ashland,
OR

Dave Nyland & Sara
Branford: Enchanted,
V2102, Everett, WA
Chuck & Laura Rose
also came without L ealea,
V1860, Honolulu, HI

| know we forgot some-
one ! ?2121211212121212
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Above, afine example of the Albin 25. De-
signed by Per Broha and manufactured in
Sweden, the family resemblance is obvious
in this cousinto the Vega. At right, AVA
member David Sylvia and the editor. Many
thanks to David and Kathy Sylvia for put-
ting us up at their home in Jamestown.
Lauraand | had a great time with the
Nor’East Albin Cruisers. Wejust wish
more VEGAtarians could have been there.
Next year?




Above, Gordon Douty, Editor of the Nor’East Albin Cruisers Newsletter (Left) and Chuck
compare notes. Below left, David Sylvia’'s Vega, the only sail at the Jamestown, RI event.

Above, Gordon’s Albin 25
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Left, I just love the names on some of the
Albin 258! Below, Tim Hall, Commo-
dore of the Nor’East Albin Cruisers.
It'sreally too bad more of our photos
didn’t turn out. The family resemblance
of the Vegaand The Albin 25 is espe-
cially evident in the interior furniture and
fittings

The American built Albin 27, on the
other hand, has little in common with
either the Albin 25 or the Vega
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American Vega Association
Chuck Rose
P.O. Box 88784
Honolulu, Hawai Isl. 96830 - 8784
USA.
Naarden, September 11, 2002

Dear Chuck,

This letter is about the VODA-contribution.
Long ago, you wrote me that you could not find out the value of Hfl. 0,25.
At that moment the Euro should come, so | thought, I wait with writing you untill the Euro is introduced.
Now, after the launching of the Euro in January 2002, | can tell you that at the moment the Euro has about the same value
as the US'$.
At the VODA-meeting during the I.F.R. in Denmark this summer, the contribution was raised till Euro 0,25 per member
per year, because of the costs of the VODA-website. In some time you surely get the minutes of this meeting.
I can tell you already that my job as secretary is taken over by another Dutchman, named Chris Kersbergen. His e-mail
adress is: ckn@bikker.nl
So, as you can see on the enclosed financial statement, the AVA-contribution is:
Year 2002: 200 members x Euro 0,12 = Euro 24,00 = US$ 24,00
Year 2003: 200 members x Euro 0,25 = Euro 50,00 = US$ 50,00
If you think the AVA cannot afford that, please contact President Walther Nerving (email:
WN@ESH.DK or secretary Chris Kersbergen.
Many greetings,
Elly van Soest (ex-VODA-secretary)

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF VODA per September 2002

VODA CONTRIBUTION

COUNTRY YEAR 2002 (Euro 0,12 p.m.) YEAR 2003 (Euro 0,25 p.m.)
Members Amount in Euro  Members Amount in Euro
DENMARK 200 22,69 200
GERMANY 100 11,34 100
GREAT BRITAIN 156 18,72 205 43,68 (to pay: 51,25)
NETHERLANDS 225 27,00 225
NORWAY 60 6,81 60 16,15 (to pay: 15,00)
SWEDEN 650 75,48 650
U.S.A. 200 --- 200 ---
Interest in 2001 Euro 1,11
Outlays in 2001: 07-02-01 Postage and copies 45,38 Euro
17-04-01 Supply and maintenance VODA-website for 2 yrs 368,52 Euro
- 413,90 Euro
Now in cash at bankaccount 64.25.50.824 Fortis Bank: Euro 528,73

Still to pay 2 Voda Awards 2002 (I did not receive the bill yet)  + Euro 90,00

In cash: Euro 438,73
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The Nav Station

On the Organiza-
tion :

| would like input

from the membership on
getting the AVA re-
organized along more for-
mal lines. Thiswould re-
guire more active participa-
tion from members and a
few volunteers to do the
heavy lifting of membership
and activities organization.
A little leadership from
someone who has more time
than | do at present will go a
long way. That isof course
if you, the members, want to
go that way. ON the other
hand, is there anything
wrong with theway itis
now? Let me know what
your thoughts are.

International relations:

On the page oppositeisa
letter from Elly van Soest
concerning VODA dues. It
is not mandatory for usto be
amember of VODA, espe-
cially considering the cur-
rent state of our organiza-
tion, but | am of the opinion
that we should support
them. If | read correctly the
cost would be only about
US$20 with our current
membership. Let me know
what you think on this.

Activitiesin North Amer-
ica:

In the West Brian, Judy,
Mitzi, Ken and Bear have
taken the initiative and a-
ready have two successful

events under their belts but
we have yet to get organ-

WO i 7ed in the East. The first

step would be to organize
arendezvous and the easiest
way to do that, in my opin-
ion, would be to coordinate
with the Nor’ East Albin
Cruisers. They put on aren-
dezvous every year and
have invited us to partici-
pate so it should be rela-
tively smple. Evenif you
decide to hold a separate
event on your own it isn’t
that difficult to organize.

You don’t have to plan alot
of activities, just select a
marina or harbor that can
accommodate about ten Ve-
gas, givethem acall to en-
sure that they will accept
reservations for a specific
weekend and let me know
the details; where, when and
the phone number to call to
reserve a slip or mooring.
WEe'll get the word out. Of
course, the organizer will be
expected to be at the ap-
pointed place to welcome us
aswe arrive but not much
more than that is required.
Get abunch of VEGAtari-
ans together and the rest
will take care of itself!

It seems to me that once we
hold just one Rendezvous
on the East Coast things will
take off. Brian'sfirst Ren-
dezvous at Pender Island,
BC was a great success and
was the genesis for the sec-
ond rendezvous, organized

by Judy and Mitzi and cov-
ered in pages 9 thru 17 of
thisissue, which was an-
other success naturally lead-
ing to the planning of the
third (Now we can call it
“Annua”) VEGAtarian
Rendezvous 2004 at Bed-
well, BC.

| am convinced that an East
Coast event will have the
same success and the same
effect as the first Rendez-
vousin the West. Thanks,
to the efforts of a handful of
volunteers awhole new
world of fun, friends and
sailing experiences opened
up for the lucky ones who
attended. In addition, asig-
nificant number of new
members signed up at both
events. Thereisno better
way to expand your circle of
friends, your knowledge of
the Vega and your sailing
skills. Thereis no better op-
portunity to see several
other sailing Vegas and dis-
cuss the modifications, ac-
cessories, equipment
choices and sailing tech-
niques with other sailors
who have the same boat as
you.. Thereis plenty of
time now to get started plan-
ning the first East Coast
Vega Rendezvous for sum-
mer 2003, but | can’t do it
from Hawaii. Someone liv-
ing in the East has to take
the lead.

So how about it?




Name:

Member ship Application

Postal Address:
Country:
E-mail:

First Mate:
Hull/Sail No.
Boat Name:
Home Port:
Telephone:

New M ember

Renewal

M ember ship | nfor mation

Membership renewals are cur-
rently US$12 for one year for
members residing in the United
States. International member-
ships are US$15. New member -
ships are US$25. Membership
includes a subscription to Fair
Winds and a copy of The Vega
Owners Repair and Mainte-
nance Manual and Archive
CD. Make checks payable to :

Chuck Rose

SV Lealea

PO Box 88784

Honolulu, HI 96830-8784
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